subject of this volume is already well known to the public through the medium of our pages; many of the facts and opinions on which the present work is founded having been published in our Journal during the period when it was under Dr Bennett's able superintendence. But we cannot allow the opportunity to pass without bearing our testimony to the merits of this inquiry in its present complete form ; and of gleaning from it, for the benefit of our readers, a few of its more important and novel deductions. Since the publication of the work of Miiller, we are aware of no contribution from original investigation to the pathological anatomy of cancer, which is at all comparable to the present in the importance of its results to science and practice. The The microscope ought to be a necessary instrument in the operating theatre, and every suspected tissue examined on the spot, before the lips of the wound are closed. It may be stated that this is impracticable ; but when it is known that, proper precautions being taken, an expert histologist might make such examination in the short space of thirty seconds, and that several demonstrations could be accomplished in a few minutes, or while ligatures are placed on the vessels, it will I trust be acknowledged, that there is nothing very embarrassing in the proposition."
We have rather given an account of this work than criticised it.
It contains many most valuable observations, and doubtless is not free from errors, both of observation and reasoning. Some of these we think we can already discover; but they can be met only by renewed observations and facts, by which the subject may be advanced another step, and set in a yet clearer light. For this the time has not yet come, seeing that no one has appeared before the public in connexion with this subject who is in a position to judge this work from a point of view gained by superior observation; on the contrary, the author has carried his subject to a height to which few can follow him.
We cannot fail to remark, however, in perusing this work, the exclusiveness with which the author pursues the ideas suggested by his own method of inquiry, and the indifference which he displays towards the results of collateral methods. Admitting that the ob- 
